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Priestly Perusings
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light,

Sun of Righteousness, arise! Triumph o’er the shades of night:

Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.

                                                   - Charles Wesley  (The Hymnal 1982,  # 7)
The number of the Sundays after The Epiphany is driven by the date of Easter, which this year is quite late – April 20, to be exact. This year there are eight Sundays between Epiphany and Ash Wednesday (March 5). This green season between Christmas and Lent, known from our English heritage as Epiphany-tide, focuses on seeing ways in which the light of Christ which shines in the face of Jesus (and in the Baptized who are members of the living Body of Christ today) can brighten the dark times and corners of our world. You will notice that the hymns and prayers of the season almost always stress the Light of Christ. It’s no accident that this emphasis on the light which shines in the darkness occurs at the time of year when the days are growing longer and daylight lengthens. In much of Europe and the Americas, this is also the time of Carnival, a festive period of pleasure and parties which celebrates all of the goodness - and many of the ills - of the flesh. (For the derivation of the word, consider the dish chili con carne, a dish of beans with meat [flesh].) One of the more pleasurable (and less dangerous) remnants of Carnival is the custom of eating King Cake, which is served first on the Feast of the Epiphany to recall the Three Kings’ search for the baby Jesus. The season then continues with a gradually growing number of King Cakes, parties, costumes, masks, and parades until the festivities become almost non-stop; however, on Mardi Gras (French for Fat Tuesday, when all the “fats” in the house are to be consumed before the fast of Lent) all the celebration comes to a halt at the stroke of Midnight and the revelers go home to observe Ash Wednesday and face the reality of their own mortality. Shrove Tuesday is the more Puritan form of Mardi Gras; fats are eaten up in pancakes and sins are confessed and “shriven” (forgiven). Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent – an old Anglo-Saxon word for “Spring,” or the lengthening of the daylight hours. Lent, of course, is the sparse and seasonal fast of 40 days which leads to the glorious feast of Easter. In my experience, the peoples who celebrate Carnival tend to have a very deep appreciation for, and witness to the Christian spirituality of death and resurrection. Pray that we all, who bear the mark of Christ on our foreheads, may witness to the transforming power of his life, death and resurrection in our own daily lives, that the world may see in us the light of his love and the truth of his mercy and Grace.

Faithfully,

Susan+

MANY THANKS to the Vestry and parish for the delightful Christmas present to Jerry and me of a gift card to The Venetian Restaurant in Torrington. We are looking forward to using it soon!       - SLD+
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ALL SAINTS’ PARISH took place on Sunday, January 26, 2014. After a splendid lunch provided by the Kitchen Angels, the following Officers were elected: Senior Warden: Donna Lydem; Junior Warden: Gary Byram; Clerk: Peter Marcisz; Treasurer: Michael De Negris, Jr. The following were elected to the Vestry: Michael De Negris, Jr., Lorraine Di Mauro, Jill Musco (1 year term), Jackie Pineau (1 year term) and Red Smith; they join continuing Vestry members Dave Borzellino and Henry Curtiss. Congratulations to all!  A HUGE THANK YOU to those who have served for the past three years and rotated off the Vestry at this meeting: Clerk Lorraine Di Mauro, Gene Lisowski, Peter Marcisz, Jr. Warden Eric Sanderson and Treasurer Red Smith (neither Lorraine nor Red were members of the Vestry).   
THE BURIAL OF THE ALLELUIAS WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 2, the Last Sunday after the Epiphany. This ritual helps us to remember that the joyful word “alleluia” is “put away” for the season of Lent and resurrected on the Feast of Easter.

ASH WEDNESDAY    The Holy Eucharist with Imposition of ashes will be offered at 11 AM and 7 PM. 
ORDINATION OF A PRIEST The Rev. Michael Carroll, who has been serving as a Vocational Deacon for many years, most of them at St. John’s, Waterbury, will be ordained to the Priesthood at St. John’s on Saturday, March 15 at 3 PM. Some in our parish may know Michael from his long presence in this Deanery. All are invited to attend!
BECOMING A MEMBER OF ALL SAINTS’ is really very simple. If you have been Baptized with water in the name of the Trinity in any Christian tradition, all you have to do is register your Baptism with us – this makes you a member of All Saints’ Parish, but Baptism makes one a Christian; it does not make you an Episcopalian! If you are already an Episcopalian, please just ask Mother Davidson to request your Letter of Transfer from your former parish. In order to become an Episcopalian, you must be Confirmed (for those who have been raised in most Protestant traditions, as well as other Episcopal churches) or Received by a bishop in the Episcopal Church (for those who have been raised and Confirmed in the Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox Churches). Preparation for Confirmation/Reception of adults will be offered through Inquirers’ Classes in the course of this year. For more information on all of these, and to apply for Baptism for adults or children, please speak to Mother Davidson. 
INQUIRER’S CLASS FOR ADULT CONFIRMATION AND RECEPTION will be offered during the spring as a weekend mini-retreat (Friday evening and Saturday daytime) and scheduled at the convenience of the group. Those adults who are Baptized but not yet Confirmed or Received (see above) will soon receive a letter regarding this, but if you are in that category, and wish to be Confirmed or Received, please speak to Mother Davidson. Inquirer’s Class is open to all parishioners. Some life-long Episcopalians like to have occasional “updates and refreshers!”  –SLD+   
THE BOOK AND BIBLE STUDY GROUP will meet next on Sunday, Feb. 23, following the Eucharist. The group is reading Walking the Bible, by Bruce Feiler, an exploration of the land and places of the Torah, or the first five books of the Bible. At this meeting, we will discuss Books I – III (Genesis through Leviticus). Join us!

LOOK FOR AN ANNOUNCEMENT SOON OF A LENTEN STUDY SERIES!
A MINISTRY TO INFANTS AND TODDLERS IS BEING RE-ESTABLISHED After a meeting with parents of our youngest family members last fall, it was decided to do a bit of re-ordering of Schoeck Lounge to make that space more toddler-friendly. It is hoped that we can pipe the church service into that room for the parents and others who are there. We need your help in a few ways: First, we need your prayers for the development of this exciting new ministry. Second, we need a few responsible adults, in addition to the parents of our toddlers, who would be willing to play with our youngest ones one Sunday a month during the Liturgy of the Word, leading them into church for the Eucharist. These persons must be willing to submit to a background check and to take the free, one-day Safe Church training which is offered on various dates. Safe Church practices require two non-related adults in each class. Third, we could use a few safe toys. Finally, if you have a baby monitor you are no longer using, and which broadcasts with clarity, we’d like to try that as one connection for parents and other caregivers with the church service. If you are able to join this ministry in any of these ways, please contact either Mother Davidson or Sr. Warden Donna Lydem.
STEWARDSHIP NOTES 
  In His Footsteps…
    When someone does a kindness it always seems to me

    That’s the way God in heaven would like us all to be…
    For when we bring some pleasure to another human heart,
    We have followed in His footsteps and we’ve had a little part
    In serving Him who loves us; for I am sure it’s true,
    That in serving those around us we serve and please Him, too

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
15th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT  2014
This year’s golf tournament will be held on May 31st at Hawk’s Landing Country Club in Southington. 

Since the events inception, our church sponsored event has raised thousands of dollars to support needy organizations in the Greater Waterbury area. The past six years we have supported the Wolcott community by offering services and products to needy children within the Wolcott school district. Working with the schools social worker, we have provided financial aid for supplemental lunch fees, books, clothing, class trips and much more to the children of Wolcott.

As in year’s past, our tournament will also collect non-perishable food items to be donated to the Wolcott Food Pantry.

Please consider joining us for golf and/or dinner on May 31st. Last year we had over 15 parishioners join us for dinner. Or consider being a sponsor or donating a raffle prize to support our tournament.

Our event donates 100% of net proceeds to the Wolcott school district projects.

Please see Red Smith, Pete Marcisz, Dave Borzellino, Henry Curtiss or Maury St. Pierre for more details

TO ALL GOLFERS AND WANT-A-BEES
Last year All Saints’ was represented in the Bishops’ Open, a fun day and not a serious golf tournament, by five of us. We’d like to put together two 4 “person” teams (and more would be better) for this year’s Bishops’ Open which will be held at Tunxis golf course on Thursday October 9th.  If you are interested, kindly let me know and don’t forget to mark your calendar with a Save-the-Date notation.

Lastly, you do not have to be a good golfer to join in this fun tournament.  Heck, they even let me play. Thanks, Red Smith
SAVE THE DATE

May 10, 2014 - Bishops 5K fundraiser for Camp Washington - stay tuned for more information.   All runners and walkers are encouraged to participate

October 9, 2014 - Camp Washington Gold Tournament
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