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Who doesn’t love a chocolate bunny on Easter? I know the kid in me (and the adult, for that matter) would be really disappointed if there were not one in my Easter basket! And my Easter table centerpiece would not be complete without jelly bean “eggs.” But, although Easter is known as the “Queen of Feasts,” we do not come together to worship bunnies, eggs and jelly beans. What we come together to celebrate on Easter is the victorious Resurrection from the dead of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the foods of our faith are bread and wine, mercy and love. Today is the conclusion of the three solemn “high holy days” of the Passover from death to life which is the foundation of our faith. 

At the Passover seder meal which our Jewish brothers and sisters celebrated this weekend around the family table, the Story is told every year, from generation to generation, of how God delivered the ancient people Israel from slavery in Egypt through the waters of the Red Sea, to the desert and finally into the Land of Promise. The storytelling begins when the youngest child asks the first question: “Why is this night different from all other nights?” 

We Christians might well ask, “Why is this day different from all other days?” “On this day the Lord has acted,” the psalmist shouts; “we will rejoice and be glad in it.” We have heard this morning from the Gospel of John his version of the Resurrection, and why this day is different from all others. 

   Our celebration of the Passover is very different from that of our brothers and sisters. Oh, yes, it includes a special meal with special foods and the family gathered around the Table, but the salvation we celebrate is not the salvation of one particular people, but the salvation of the whole world and everything in it. John wants us to understand that, in the mystery of this miracle of the Resurrection, God has acted to re-create the world. 

Our Story of Salvation is grounded in the love of God for all Creation. A love so strong and steadfast that the Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth, was willing to come among us in Jesus Christ, the Son of God; clothed in our own human flesh and blood; to be born as we are born, to work and play and live and laugh and love like us, sorrow and suffer and die like us, and three days later, do the unimaginable – rise from the dead like no one had done before - bearing not only the scars of his suffering, but our own humanity, as well. No more need we fear the grave; no more, sorrow without hope over the death of a loved one, for we are promised reunion with them beyond the grave. 


Mary Magdalene wept in the Garden of the Resurrection because she thought, first, that her beloved Lord was dead and gone forever, and, worse, that someone had stolen his body from the borrowed tomb in which it had lain since Friday. One of the most heart-rending statements in the Gospels is Mary’s “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” But then the man whom she believes to be the gardener calls her by name, and through her tears she recognizes the risen Christ. What a moment that must have been for each! Jesus tells her that she must not keep him from moving on to heaven, but the encounter leaves her with joy and hope, in the knowledge that he has indeed passed over from death to life and lives again beyond the tomb. She is then left with the mission of telling the story to the rest of his disciples. This begins a series of encounters of Jesus’ followers with the risen and living Lord. It is their witness which brings us, all these generations later, to church today; we who in Baptism have died and risen with Christ, to give thanks for the love of God which has brought us this far and which assures us that there is life beyond the grave for us and for all. I don’t pretend to understand this miracle any more than anyone else, but I do believe it, because of the record left by the apostles Peter and Paul, by the Evangelists John, Mark, Matthew and Luke, by Mary Magdalene, and so many other witnesses who saw, walked, talked and ate with the risen Jesus. 

On our Holy Tuesday walk through Hartford, we stopped for a station at Buckingham and Hudson Streets – I’m still not sure why that location was chosen; it’s a parking lot. However, as we prayed in that spot, I looked up and saw a wonderful billboard. It was an eye-catching bright yellow ad for Geico Insurance. In the bottom right corner was the familiar green gecko, and the only message on the board was ‘GREAT SAVINGS.” That’s the message of Easter, I thought!!

The great Story of these Three Days is the story of our salvation from bondage to sin to mercy and everlasting life in Christ; the Story of God’s boundless, incredible love for Jesus and for us - that, in his dying and rising again, Jesus has gained for us  forgiveness of sins, the promise of life everlasting, and a feast forever at the Table of the Lord.

The foretaste of that holy banquet was given to us by Jesus, who told us in words we heard on Thursday night that every time we gather round this family table and offer simple bread and wine as he commanded, he comes to us fully present in body and blood,   in death and resurrection. Christ, the Lamb of God, has been sacrificed for us!
Christ himself is our Passover and this is our Passover feast.  
Feast also on these powerful words from a famous Easter sermon written almost 1600 years ago by St. John Chrysostom:

“Christ is risen and the devils have fallen.

Christ is risen and the angels rejoice.

Christ is risen and life reigns.

Therefore, all of you, enter into the joy of your Lord.

Rich and poor together, hold high festival.

Diligent and heedless, honor this day.

Both you who have fasted and you who did not fast, rejoice together today.

The table is full; all of you, feast sumptuously.

            ………………………………

Let no one bewail his poverty, for the fullness of the kingdom is revealed.

Let no one weep for his iniquities, for forgiveness shines forth from the grave.

Let no one fear death, for the savior’s death has set us free.”

Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us. Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
�  - St. John Chrysostom: Easter Homily
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